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COMING SOON: THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY

Relevant for: Indian Culture | Topic: Promotion and Preservation of Culture Incl. UNESCO

Jurassic find:An excavated ichthyosaur fossil found near Lodai village in Kutch district of Gujarat
in 2017.AFPHANDOUT  

From dinosaur fossils to pre-human skulls, India is home to a vast treasury of geological and
palaeontological specimens that contain a wealth of scientific information about the planet and
its history. But these rare specimens are scattered in different labs all over the country. So, to
better conserve this prehistoric heritage, the government is planning to house them in one place
— an ‘Earth Museum’.

This museum will be modelled on the American Museum of Natural History, or the Smithsonian
museum in the U.S. The museum, which will be set up as a public-private partnership, would be
located somewhere in Delhi, Noida or Gurugram, said G.V.R Prasad, head of the Department of
Geology, University of Delhi.

K. VijayRaghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the Prime Minister, said at a press
conference on Wednesday that such a repository was necessary to make people aware of
India’s palaeontological and geological wealth. “There is a lot of history here, but somehow it
hasn’t been communicated well,” he said. Another concern, he added, was that several
collections of fossils and important geological specimens weren’t properly organised, and they
survived only due to the efforts of individual researchers who maintained them within their labs.
A single site, accessible to the public as well as researchers wanting to investigate rare and
important finds, was necessary, Mr. VijayRaghavan said.

Plan takes shape

The PSA led a meeting of the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory
Council (PM-STIAC) last November, where the need for such a museum was endorsed. A
meeting of experts from the U.S., the U.K, and South Korea to discuss the practical aspects of
developing and maintaining such a museum is scheduled to be held in Delhi in the first week of
April, Mr. Prasad told The Hindu . “India doesn’t have a single such museum of repute, or a
repository where new finds may be compared to those already discovered. I’m not too sure
about the future of the collections in my own department in Delhi University once I retire,” he
added. India has a rich geological history and fossils dating back to the breaking up of the
Gondwanaland super-continent nearly 150 million years ago. Prominent fossils include the jaw
of an extinct ape, Gigantopithecus bilaspurensi, dinosaur eggs so large they were mistaken for
cannon balls, and the skeleton of a horned carnivore, Rajasaurus narmadensis, or the royal
Narmada dinosaur.
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PRIME MINISTER TO INAUGURATE PANDIT
DEENDAYAL UPADHYAYA INSTITUTE OF
ARCHAEOLOGY TOMORROW IN GREATER NOIDA, UP

Relevant for: Indian Culture | Topic: Promotion and Preservation of Culture Incl. UNESCO

Ministry of Culture

Prime Minister to inaugurate Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
Institute of Archaeology tomorrow in Greater Noida, UP

Posted On: 08 MAR 2019 4:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
Institute of Archaeology tomorrow, on 9th March, 2019 at 12:00 noon at Greater
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh and Minister of State (I/c) of
Culture & MoS of Environment & Forest Dr. Mahesh Sharma will also attend the
event. The Prime Minister will also unveil the statue of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
installed in the premises of the Institute. The foundation stone of the Institute Building
was laid by the Union Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh   on 28th October, 2016
during the celebrations of 100th Birth Anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay.

The Institute of Archaeology (IA) is an academic wing of ASI under the Ministry of
Culture. In the Institute , the students are provided with a supportive, enthusiastic and
challenging academic atmosphere which enables them to achieve their full potential
in the field of Archaeology. The Institute conducts professional workshops in different
fields of archaeology. The foremost aim of this Institute is to provide an opportunity to
students to achieve excellence in their passionate fields of archaeology.

 The state-of-the-art institute, built at an estimated cost of Rs. 289 crore is spread in
over 25 acres. The 3 star ultra modern green building of the Institute is equipped with
all latest technologies. The Institute comprises of an auditorium with seating capacity
of 1000 people, an open air theatre and an Archaeological Museum.

The Institute of Archaeology (IA) under Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) imparts
training in Archaeology and allied archaeological activities.  In 1985, the Institute was
shifted to a colonial structure at 24, Tilak Marg, New Delhi and later on to Red Fort,
Delhi.  It was realized that the space available at the Institute is far from adequate to
accommodate its ever-growing demands of a self contained multi-disciplinary
Institution for imparting training, pursuing research, archaeological and excavation
related studies/activities.  To carry out training research and study of archaeology and
related activities in a full-fledged manner, ASI purchased 25 acres of land at Greater
Noida at a cost of Rs.4.77 crore for construction of complex for Institute of
Archaeology.
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In 1959, the School of Archaeology was started by ASI under the directorship of the
renowned archaeologist Shri B.B. Lal. The School of Archaeology transformed to
Institute of Archaeology in 1983 as per R.N. Mirdha Committee Report.

 

NB/PS

 

(Release ID: 1568268) Visitor Counter : 248

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


